
Universities and experts from around the world at 

CyberSecurity Roadshow 2021-22 
 

 

Students from Europe, the Americas, Asia and Africa took part in the first global conference on 
cybersecurity for students, prepared by The Bridge Foundation (May 31st). The success of this 

innovative online event was made possible through international cooperation and the engagement of 

different student associations: technical universities - BEST, law schools - ELSA, medical universities 

- IFMSA and AIESEC, scientific institutes, universities and their different faculties, think tanks, 

international organizations, professional associations and diplomats. 
 

Through a dedicated interactive studio, students engaged with renowned experts: Ambassador Jürg 

Lauber – Chair of the United Nations Open Ended Working Group on Cybersecurity, General (ret.) 

Keith Alexander – IronNet Founder and CEO and former director of the National Security Agency and 

US Cyber Command, Bruce Schneier - Harvard Kennedy School and Col. Jeffrey M. Erickson - director 

of the Army Cyber Institute, United States Military Academy, West Point.  Speakers emphasized the 
interdisciplinary nature of cyber security, the importance of cooperation, including at the international 

level, and building long-term, substantive partnerships. An innovative structure like the Global Cyber 

Lab, the platform behind the CyberSecurity Roadshow, is an agora for students, experts, scientists and 

diplomats. We do not hide that it is a very demanding project, addressed to outstanding students, but 

its benefits represent a very valuable asset - says Margo Koniuszewski, President of The Bridge 
Foundation. The transition to an economy 4.0 model calls for an inter-disciplinary approach to 

education and an emphasis on understanding the rapidly changing reality of a world that has gone 

digital, including its geopolitical implications. The functioning of the cybersecurity ecosystem should 

be considered as a system of interconnected vessels. 

 
Amb. Lauber quoted Kofi Annan's famous saying - there is no development without security, no 

security without development, and none of them will exist without human rights - adding that today 

these three pillars are highly dependent on cyber security. General Alexander stressed that cyber 

defense must be transformed into a collective effort, and that the future for cyber security is partnership. 

 

B. Schneier emphasized that cyber security should be a niche topic for experts to worry about. Security 
should be embedded into the design of everything, so that everyone can be safe without having to think 

about it, adding that the basics of cyber hygiene and habits apply to everyone, just like wearing your 

seatbelt in a car. 

 

The complexity and expert nature of the cyber security domain was also pointed out by Col. J. Erickson. 
He used the example of the alphabet. One expert knows A to C, another D to G, and so on. There is no 

one person that knows everything. The solution is therefore in preparation and synergistic cooperation 

- adding that if we are exchanging business cards when a crisis hits during a crisis it is already too late. 

 
The Bridge Foundation 

Non-profit organization with special consultative status with the United Nations Economic and Social 

Council (ECOSOC). It operates in Switzerland, Canada and Poland. It implements educational 

programs to address socio-economic and security challenges.  
New Roadmap for CyberSecurity Education report can be found on the online platform of UNODA 

(United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs) 

 

https://www.thebridge-foundation.org/
https://front.un-arm.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/2020_21-The-Bridge-Foundation_New-Roadmap-for-Cybersecurity-Education-Report_UN-OEWG-1.pdf

